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le DURING CALL BY JOE YAGER AND MYSELF ON DEFMIN CHIANG 
CHING-KUO TODAY LATTER RAISED SUBJECT OF MY APPROACH TO MOFA 
FEB 8 ON GRC IRREGULARS IN TRI-BORDER AREA. 


2. HE INDICATED MILD SURPRISE THAT I HAD GONE TO MOFA SINCE, 

HE SAID, MOFA WAS NOT CONVERSANT WITH THE PROBLEM, I REFRAINED | 
FROM REPLYING THAT THAT WAS ONE REASON I HAD GONE THROUGH MOFA, 
TO BE SURE THEY WOULD BE INFORMED. 


3, HE SAID FLATLY AND DIRECTLY THAT GRC WAS NOT SUPPLYING 
ARMS OR FUNDS TO IRREGULAR UNITS IN THAILAND. HE SAID THAL 
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GOVT HAD REPEATEDLY REQUESTED THAT GRC EXERCISE BETTER CONTRO}, 
OVER THE UNITS TO PREVENT LOSS OF cIyIL CONTROL IN NORTHERN 
THAILAND. HE SAID NEITHER TUAN HSI-WEN NOR LI WEN-HUAN wAS 
AMENABLE TO MUCH CONTROL, AND THAT THEY HAD UNTIL RECENTLY 
REFUSEDTTO COME TOTAIWAN FOR DISCUSSIONS. TUAN HAD FINALLY 
VISITED TAIWAN A FEW MONTHS AGO, BUT CONVERSATIONS HAD NOT 
BEEN SATISFACT ORY. GEN HSU gU-CH*I HAD UST BEEN SENT TO THE 
AREA BY THE GRC TO LOOK INTO PRESENT CONDITIONS, AND wHEN HSu 
RETURNED DEFMIN WOULD BE IN TOUCH wITH EMBASSY AGAIN, DEFMIN 
SAID HE THOUGHT USG HAD NOT UNDERSTOOD THE SITUATION CORRECTLY, 
POSSIBLY BECAUSE OF STATEMENT. 

AN HY -/EN MIGHT HAVE MADE ON 

RETURN TO THAILAND, IN ORDER TO BOLSTER HIS PRESTIGE ASSERTING 
THAT GRC WOULD SEND ASSISTANCE. ; 
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4. DEFMIN REPEATED THAT GRC AWARE OF DELICACY OF SITUATION 
AND HAD NO INTENTION OF AUGMENTING OR SUPPLYING THE UNITS. — . 
HE SAID THAT HE WAS REFERRING, AS I HAD EARLIER, ONLY TO THE 
“ORGANIZED UNITS, AND NOT TO CERTAIN INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION 
“EFFORTS IN THE BORDER AREA, WHICH WOULD OF COURSE CONTINUE. 


Se I THANKED HIM FOR THE INFORMATION, AND ASKED ABOUT THE - 
REPORTED PLANS FOR AN AIR LIFT THROUGH LAOS. HE SAID THAT 
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THE IRREGULAR UNITS IN THAILAND HAD REQUESTED THAT THE GRe 
_ARRAWGE AN AIR SHIPMENT THROUGH LAQS, But THAT THE Re HAD 
REFUSED. 


6. ‘COMMENT: LACK OF CANDOR ON THIS SyBJECT IS_PAR FOR THE 
COURSE AND WAS TO BE EXPECTED. HOWEVER BELIEVE WE HAVE MADE 
SOME HEADWAY ON THIS PROBLEM IN THATs (A) DEFMIN HAS ASSYRED 
US THAT GRC IS NOT GOING TO AUGMENT OR SUPPLY THE UNITS, CAND 
EVEN IF THIS TURNS OUT TO BE UNTRUE WE HAVE ADDITIONAL: LEYERAGE 
BECAUSE OF THE ASSERTION); (B) HE HAS PROMISED TO BE IN TOUCH 
WITH US AGAIN wHEN GEN HSU RETURNS AND WE MAY BE ABLE TO GLEAW 
MORE INFORMATION AND OBTAIN MORE ASSURANCES AT THAT TIMEs a 
(C) HE HAS DENIED ANY INTENTION TO ESTABLISH AN ATR SUPPLY 
ROUTE THROUGH LAOS, CALTHOUGH AT SAME TIME APPARENTLY 
MISREPRESENTING THE GRC*S REPORTED RECENT USE OF THE ROUTE) «|| 
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